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COMMUNIQUÉ 3
CEO ROUNDTABLE ON PALLIATIVE CARE
______________________________________________________
The CEO Roundtable on Palliative Care provides
high level advice to State and Federal
Government on palliative care issues in WA. The
Roundtable is facilitated by Palliative Care WA
with CEOs drawn from PCWA member
organisations within the health, aged care and
community service sectors.
Communiqué 3 is reporting on meetings held Friday
16 and Wednesday 21 August, 2019.

Guest presenters:


Other attendees included:





Current members of the CEO Roundtable on
Palliative Care include:













Neale Fong (Bethesda)
Dr Alison Parr (St. John of God Health
Care)
Dr Elissa Campbell (Palliative Care WA)
Jennifer Lawrence (Brightwater)
Ashley Reid (WA Cancer Council)
Prof. Hugh Dawkins (HBF)
Tish Morrison (Silver Chain)
Pip Brennan (Health Consumers Council)
Paul Coates (Carers WA)
Jason Burton (Alzheimer’s Association)
Dr Scott Blackwell (Collaborative Primary
Health Care)
Prof. Samar Aoun (Neurological Council)

Professor Paul Flatau, Dr Marianna Atkins
and Dr Renu Burr (Centre for Social
Impact, UWA)






Janet Wagland (Brightwater)
Angelita Martini (Brightwater)
Valerie Colgan (National Goals of Care
Collaborative)
Andrew Jones (WA Cancer and Palliative
Care Network, WA Health)
Marion Hunt (Senior Policy Advisor,
Minister Cook’s office)
Vicki Barry (Business Development,
Palliative Care WA)
Pippa Worthington (Marketing and
Communications, Palliative Care WA)
Lana Glogowski (Executive Officer,
Palliative Care WA)

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RAISE AN ISSUE
WITH THE CEO ROUNDTABLE?
The CEO Roundtable on Palliative Care is
keen to consider the views of the health,
aged care and community services sectors.
Should you have an issue that you would like
to raise, please contact Palliative Care WA’s
CEO, Lana Glogowski on 0419 047 315
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Summary of discussions
1. CONSUMER AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

http://youonlydieonce.com.au/
Prior to the 21 August meeting of the CEO
Roundtable on Palliative Care, Minister Cook
launched the campaign to a packed room in
Shenton Park. Conceived by the CEO
Roundtable, You only die once has been
funded by member agencies, WA Health and
Lotterywest. The TV ad and 4 radio ads will
be aired over a 3 month period and aim to
raise community consciousness about the
need to plan ahead for the last stage of life
and utilise existing advance care planning
tools on a specifically developed website.
CEO Roundtable members were very keen to
explore the next stage and planning will
commence close on the heels of the current
campaign evaluation to be undertaken in
November 2019.

2. REFERRAL PATHWAYS
Many CEO Roundtable providers recognised a
critical need to improve referral pathways for
palliative care. Identified issues included:
 Limited understanding by many
health providers re: palliative care;
 Late referrals and limited ability to
maximise positive outcomes;
 Too few referrals from patients
managing neurological conditions.
CEO Roundtable members recognised that
some work had already been undertaken on
this issue but may need to be recommenced.

3. IMPACT LAB FOR PALLIATIVE CARE
Prof Paul Flatau et al presented to the CEO
Roundtable on the possibility of an Impact
Lab on Palliative Care. Based on collective
impact methodology, the process was
identified as a way to engage with a broad
cross section of providers in the palliative
care space to identify a common and agreed
goal and work intensively to achieve that. A
coalition of service providers has successfully
utilised this approach in their collective
efforts to end homelessness.
CEO Roundtable members indicated an
interest in this process with further
consultation required.

4. VAD LEGISLATION
Minister Cook provided an update on the
passage of the proposed Voluntary Assisted
Dying legislation through the WA State
Parliament.
Minister Cook reinforced his desire to ensure
that the bill was “considered in detail” and
recognised that all members have been
offered a conscience vote i.e. they are not
required to vote as directed by their party.

5. IMPACT OF VAD BILL ON PALLIATIVE
CARE SERVICE PROVIDERS
Concern was raised by a number of palliative
care service providers at an unintended
consequence of the proposed VAD
legislation.
Clinicians have reported increased
discussions with patients about:
 The difference between VAD and
palliative care;
 Reassurance that the introduction of
VAD will not result in palliative care
no longer being available; and
 Correcting an assumption that VAD
had already been introduced and
was “readily available”.
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The CEO Roundtable recognised the
importance of acknowledging the impact of
the proposed VAD legislation on very busy
palliative care staff and recommended the
development of a fact sheet and/or other
written resource to assist with these
discussions.

6. WA PALLIATIVE CARE SUMMIT

Andrew Jones, WACPCN, advised the CEO
Roundtable on the purpose of the Summit in
terms of further exploration of the
recommendations from the JSC on End-of-Life
Choice
NB: The summit was successfully held at the
Perth Convention Centre on Saturday 24
August with an opening address by Minister
Cook, comprehensive presentation from Prof
Kathy Eagar and joined-up discussion with all
who attended regarding priorities moving
forward.

7. OCEANIC PALLIATIVE CARE
CONFERENCE

Dr Elissa Campbell, President Palliative Care
WA, invited members to register for the
upcoming palliative care conference.

8. DYING WELL FORUM

Lana Glogowski, Palliative Care WA, advised
members that a community forum titled
“Dying Well” was planned for Monday 9
September at the University club at UWA.
NB: Over 140 people attended this forum
who highly rated the facilitator Di Darmody,
diverse panel presenters (particularly Dr
Ntizimira from Rwanda), the inclusive
approach and relaxed style of the event.

9. ARE YOU GOOD TO GO?

Palliative Care WA announced that they had
received further WACPCN funding to
continue to deliver community-based
workshops across WA.
Promoted under the banner Are you good to
go?, these workshops are attracting
increasing numbers of the general public. An
evaluation recently undertaken by Ass Prof.
Moira O’Connor and her team from Curtin
University resulted in statically significant
outcomes in terms of attitudinal and
behavioural change by the participants.
Agencies interested in collaborating with
Palliative Care WA were invited to make
contact ASAP.

NB: The conference was very successfully
delivered at the Perth Conference Centre
from 10 – 13 September with 924 registrants
and a packed program of presentations, preconference tours & workshops, mini orals,
an art exhibition, awards and gala dinner.
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