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19 March 2026 

CEO Roundtable for Palliative Care – Meeting held on 5 March 2026 

Communique 14  

At our 5 March 2026 CEO Roundtable for Palliative Care meeting, 22 representatives from 
organisations with an interest in palliative care met to discuss the latest developments in palliative 
care in Western Australia.  

The meeting included an introduction to PCWA’s new Board President, Liz Behjat, and newly 
appointed CEO, Mark Kinsela, and acknowledged the upcoming retirement of CEO Lenka Psar-

McCabe, items discussed included: 

Palliative Care Australia – Budget Submission 

Palliative Care Australia’s 2026 Federal Budget Submission proposals aim to relieve ‘bed block’ or 
delayed discharge in hospitals around Australia, by shifting care to the community where people 
want to be. 

PCA’s proposals are designed to keep people well-supported at home or in aged care, instead of in 
a hospital bed that should be available for emergency or acute care. PCA is calling on the Federal 
Government to:  

• Redesign the health system 
of tomorrow so roles and 
responsibilities for palliative 
care are clear across 
hospitals, general practice 
and aged care 

• Fund GPs appropriately to 
make home visits and to do 
vital palliative care work that 
Medicare doesn’t currently 
recognise  

• Base aged care funding on 
palliative care need, not on 
trying to predict life 
expectancy, which is very 
difficult even for experienced 
doctors  

• Provide Foundational 
Supports at home for people 
under 65 with a terminal 
illness, so they can stay 
safely at home instead of 
remaining in hospital because there is no help available. 

See full version here and two-page summary version here. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu26892420.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.czRgix5dsuISVD4k7s4OubLczYia7xXa-2BVSiSnQG-2FbKYXeQvojbc-2BeDtbFAtGqjQ4pNTJd3l3NtE8G91Hnufz-2BWN8xpgWhKw-2BGy-2F-2BRtwMBoE-2B9Gm5NIc5A1qWp8rr2L9vKQuuv3Gt78SiGNXTkbDngiD-2BuY1G9HgVfJuOYnxCuHrKW71yoGcHOQ21QGsfykqL-2FKRkCJoJvHiAcvdpzs5JsFIhnDRkmoQ17SSCGPllWfGlfgSEfgZtikJ0CfNWvjM1PTAgxFWzAg-2BrKafHbzChTHDlI6gqOafDS7RDS7fohgHU3tyhUCCvxKumUoPI1hetlh-2BwA5crz-2BeinfdGl7IaCe1nz57P15hFmInJs3ksZwRKrUmfBVUSYoKfiivhtS31s981twc7XomMoqMi8ExDlCCXshYH3x-2F4o4nTO8OhAz36gSoUfeue4h7csH1XcqYjEuJ73lzHOaFoLvol6hoWTtvhDu93Sg4pdIOM0vhQYJe24wFHm4DEDN91r7txp-2B993ZE8J2f2iuqJkqSLBVYAfrT2TPok2rIA-2FbfQZuBZbdhogFb4PsPW9SD6cb9-2B77-2FM8c6lvpvgx02xgStTC6Lf9oGX0WCaUI1ahhdaR28yV9IRdnlSeaeCbd-2B1I8-2F5R9wTFwu1Y38cFkL5f4KpQNa2QU2iKYc4djoQLf-2BSTKKI1akFEAeBcMAUHo3AfI8beCHyyKvO4OBPcAicFDZWXHK9A-3D-3DJfaM_EgzzEhIgOVCoWrlLGPPn8oFBwpb8QfUUE7V14CCMgXgT0TMdPIohsMVE-2BJyxwvYwloRCoHHu5B07-2BnhkG7Le8gyQeE49gaUjtbWSEPtvbHxrqHDd5n7545GiwvR9t9RkqZJTIGEBRjGpjzo5i95ygVz6NqofusmFQauEYyRKE7Dt3jGVzEFETgyrnRhQ6p8AUNwcVCNux6ZwNeq0Me7AE4qXTGkxX-2B-2FbqFAYDd28wmSybpVtHQtm-2BH6T639K-2FOU4UYvAsNAbp0v3tw5Ni4qxY-2FT4CWgPRbKx4d8PclvrFYM7BVKOpx1VKoe-2BR-2FUEm1CwTE-2Fsa-2Fh-2F9xk-2B8QoF85GTAdRhzim8auGYlptDn5W6v2k-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjillian.marsh%40palliativecare.org.au%7C74f1e6699c5d4f53f19d08de382c997c%7C9942e45ab50a42e6894eb77a5d1bc176%7C0%7C0%7C639009961394571519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GdSF7Ib1UHtT9H%2FYUtxTLa6LNaG3rxooXiqD7SSKDrI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu26892420.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.czRgix5dsuISVD4k7s4OubLczYia7xXa-2BVSiSnQG-2FbKYXeQvojbc-2BeDtbFAtGqjQ4pNTJd3l3NtE8G91Hnufz-2BWN8xpgWhKw-2BGy-2F-2BRtwMBoE-2B9Gm5NIc5A1qWp8rr2L9vKQuuv3Gt78SiGNXTkbDngiD-2BuY1G9HgVfJuOYnxCuHrKW71yoGcHOQ21QGsfykqL-2FKRkCJoJvHiAcvdpzs5JsFIhnDRkmoQ17SSCGPllWd9AfPuL66KcyVzBwQJahj6V6y-2FM2vUNjbje5Q3Al06zaHUZlGizsq34fd4RRhSWpAXPk6y7CNsTAJJ23MYSrojNgjUStv6DM2SVL-2BNppUEjtOXOysDRXEU5-2FKrresUeFxMp4ie0qQAZw2xd-2BsKDE9dymxomEG7i15keoE724oaaVuLm4UZ1PJ5C2BJA-2FQOgoHM1oKFw3Xisv1QzStMxcz8w5BEZ28GhtBfXc5yIsOWnSl-2FuROfB602Ttdu-2B-2FVDgAjjTowQ3ACWsNYP43ZIKcZGXq2nutASpaUyX1SK8EB3ToVZK17RD3CiFw22srratNnso6iWdysPOhT9nPkPwozaykLA4-2BISd4KfJSUBSZxUk4cO8C33lAs-2Bs1C-2F20RuAkae8xt5c6UMkR63bPJ-2BITDqIi5FAELRsdpYYf8g-2FVfbTiMUJAV-2BOu-2FXwnW41OP1SjH79VIZv3PwFGAyZu-2FZH4qfYhQ-2F1f7XuR645VRuVLid7cJzoCD-2BqITxFj-2B0-2BZDsJP4-3DNcoG_EgzzEhIgOVCoWrlLGPPn8oFBwpb8QfUUE7V14CCMgXgT0TMdPIohsMVE-2BJyxwvYwloRCoHHu5B07-2BnhkG7Le8gyQeE49gaUjtbWSEPtvbHxrqHDd5n7545GiwvR9t9RkqZJTIGEBRjGpjzo5i95ygVz6NqofusmFQauEYyRKE7Dt3jGVzEFETgyrnRhQ6p8AUNwcVCNux6ZwNeq0Me7AE4EjsKsF5uUYY8StFlFvIhdQxeVZFaZt3IAlIsdb5tBHyJHNFuAqDm4Il5y-2BglUE3FGdkiUy-2Bd02EVnmcQiuibxkieUi2vAfQRCeJOfzHyaCLuQtdGn3HddMpwbyRi40uQabaEiIjgYC4kY7eFJ-2F4dE-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjillian.marsh%40palliativecare.org.au%7C74f1e6699c5d4f53f19d08de382c997c%7C9942e45ab50a42e6894eb77a5d1bc176%7C0%7C0%7C639009961394586175%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XdjKoIyAH6IwyuidQWFd06QNs%2F%2F9tadDu5WngggD0G0%3D&reserved=0
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The CEO Roundtable attendees had robust discussions regarding PCA’s proposals and access to 
palliative care generally. 

There was strong agreement that the National Palliative Care Service Development Guidelines 
(published in 2018) require urgent review to reflect current evidence, workforce models and 
expanded scopes of practice, including nurse practitioners and pharmacists.  

Many thought transitions in care were where issues tended to arise. They also outlined that early 
access to palliative care should be more than 90 days and that access should commence from 
diagnosis. Twelve months from death has the biggest impact on quality of life. 

It was thought that the 12-week time limit on participation in the end-of-life pathway was not 
practical to implement and support should be provided based on need not a fixed timeline. - 

It was noted that in Western Australia approximately 60% of people die in hospital and that was 
unsustainable for hospitals and staff, and that more emphasis should be placed on community 
involvement. Future models of care need to integrate high-quality clinical services with coordinated 
community and informal supports. Strengthening non-specialist palliative care, alongside better 
connection of carers and community networks into formal systems, will be critical. 

Finally, the gap in care support for people under 65 years old is prominent in diseases that are not 
serviced by the NDIS. MNDAWA reports that there has been significant improvement for priority 
access under the NDIS for people under 65 years old diagnosed with MND. This is a positive 
outcome for MND patients but there is a significant gap that needs closing for people diagnosed 
with other life-limiting condition who need care support. Examples include spinal injury and brain 
tumour patients whose needs are complex and there are no formally funded support programs 
available. ’Bed block’ was seen as a harsh term, these people do end up in hospital but there are 
no robust systems in place to support them well in the community. 

 
The group was asked to reflect on issues raised at an extensive sector engagement for the 
October 2023 CEO Roundtable meeting and if those issues had changed over the past two and 
half years. The group discussed and identified that key themes are still relevant and PCWA will use 
that information to further explore avenues for how we can work together across the sector to 
improve access and support for all. The themes are: 
 

• Funding clarity for service providers 

• Engagement and support of the carers on the nature of the illness and what it will take to 
support their loved one 

• Education on palliative care’s role in supporting disease and aged care groups, partnering 
with them early so that they can implement palliative care principles in their care delivery. 
Often palliative care referrals come too late. 

• Improving the understanding of what roles that operate in the sector. Building deeper 
connections and understanding between services and community. 

• Continuing to work on Advance Care Planning, improving death literacy and Goals of Care. 
Encouraging to have early discussions, especially with patients with cognitive impairment 
diagnosis. 

• Respite of carers and clarity with discharge from hospital support 

• Under 65 years support pathways, as discussed above 

• Raising profile and understanding of palliative care, specialist and non-specialist services 
 
Finally, Lenka Psar-McCabe thanked the sector for their support and willingness to share 
resources and ideas. She said it had been a pleasure representing palliative care in Western 
Australia since being appointed in May 2023. 
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The CEO Roundtable meets three times each calendar year. The next meeting will be held at a 
date to be confirmed.  
 
 

 
 

Meeting attendees from left: Dr Alison Parr, Libby Simpson, Maria Davison, Marnie Chellew-Hawley, Susie 

Wilson, Liz Behjat, Gary Wilson, Professor Samar Aoun, Jackie Boyce, Jessica Audino, Fiona Simpson, 

Lenka Psar-McCabe, Mark Kinsela, Anna Kirk, Tim Ryan, Yasmin Naglazas, Andrew Allsop, and Shelly 

Skinner. Attendees not in the photograph were Donelle Rivett, Jo Micallef and Liz Rehfeldt. 

 

Meeting attendees 

 

• Liz Behjat, President, Palliative Care WA and WA-NT State Manager, Ageing Australia – 
meeting facilitator 

• Lenka Psar-McCabe, outgoing CEO, Palliative Care WA 

• Mark Kinsela, CEO, Palliative Care WA 

• Dr Alison Parr, Clinical Lead Palliative Care, WA Department of Health 

• Marnie Chellew-Hawley, Principal Policy Officer (Palliative Care), Health Networks, 
Department of Health 

• Andrew Allsop, Director Clinical Operations, Silverchain Group 

• Donelle Rivett, Executive Manager Corporate Support and Projects, Director of Nursing, 
Bethesda Health Care 

• Professor Samar Aoun AM, Perron Institute Research Chair in Palliative Care UWA, Chair 
of Compassionate Communities Australia 

• Tim Ryan, Manager PaSCE, Cancer Council WA 

• Anna Kirk, Manager Complex Care, St John WA 

• Shelly Skinner, CEO, Lionheart Camp for Kids 

• Jackie Boyce, CEO, Albany Hospice 

• Yasmin Nglasis, CEO, Parkinson’s WA 

• Libby Simpson, Executive Director Care Services, Hall & Prior, 

• Maria Davison, CEO Melville Cares and Western Suburbs Care 

• Jessica Audino, Manager Support Services, Motor Neurone Disease Association of WA 
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• Fiona Simpson, State Manager, Dementia Australia 

• Jacki Boyce, CEO, Albany Community Hospice 

• Susie Wilson, Chair, Ambulance Wish  

• Gary Wilson, Co-founder, Ambulance Wish 

• Jo Micallef, Partnerships, Events and Administration, Palliative Care WA 

• Liz Rehfeldt, Marketing and Communications, Palliative Care WA 
 

Apologies 

• Maeve Egan, CEO, MNDAWA 

• Professor Davina Porock, Innovation and Care Advisor, Melville Cares and Western 
Suburbs Cares  

• Margherita Nicoletti, Clinical Lead End of Life Care, WA Department of Health End of 
Life Care Program 

• Clare Mullen, Executive Director, Health Consumers’ Council 

• Catherine Stoddart, CEO, Brightwater Care Group 

• James Jarvis, CEO, Busselton Hospice Care 

• Amanda Silla, Program Manager, WA Department of Health End of Life Care Program 

• Melanie Marsh, Supportive Care Director, Cancer Council WA 

• Renae Lavell, Executive Director, Silverchain Group 

• Janelle McFarlane, Director Health Services, Silverchain 

• Darren Munday, CEO, Consumers of Mental Health WA 

• Richard Newman, CEO, Carers WA 

• Yvonne Timson, CEO, Community Vision 

• Ben Irish, CEO, St John of God Murdoch Hospital 

• Peter Mott, WA Government Relations Manager, Ramsay Health Care 

• Barbara Voight, WA Department of Health End of Life Care Program 

• Erin Timu, CEO, Advocare 

• Janet Wagland, General Manager Community, Brightwater Care Group. 
 


